
≥ 250 massage education 
hours of which ≥ 100 
hours are in specified 
curriculum subjects, all at 
a single approved school

1) Current valid permit 
or license from a CA city 
or county evidencing 
compliance with

2)≥ 100 hours of massage 
education at an approved, 
registered or out-of-state 
school; AND

3) has practiced for ≥ 3 
years; AND

4) has provided ≥ 1000 
hours of massage for 
compensation e

1) ≥ 100 hours of massage 
education at an approved, 
registered or out-of-state 
school; AND

2) has practiced for ≥ 3 
years: AND

3) has provided ≥ 1750 
hours of massage for 
compensation e

1) massage instructor at 
a school accredited by 
an agency recognized by 
USDE; OR

2) massage instructor 
at a CA state college or 
university

has secured ≥ 100 hours 
but < 250 hours of massage 
education at an approved, 
registered or out-of-
state school, but has not 
met required minimum 
number of practice hours

≥ 500 massage education 
hours, of which ≥ 250 
hours shall be from 
approved schools. The 
remaining 250 hours 
required may be secured 
either from approved 
schools, or from 
continuing education 
providers. Presently, 
CAMTC accepts 
continuing education 
from providers approved 
by the Department of 
Consumer Affairs or 
NCBTMB. The board 
retains the right to 
review the legitimacy and 
relevance of continuing 
education courses.

Conditional 
Certificate

Completes ≥ 30 hours 
of massage education 
per year until total 
massage education is 
≥ 250 hours

has passed one of three 
massage and bodywork 
competency assessment 
examinations approved by 
the Board: the MBLEx, 
offered by the Federation 
of State Massage Therapy 
Boards, or one of the two 
certification candidate 
exams -  NCETM or 
NCETMB - offered by 
the National Certification 
Board for Therapeutic 
Massage and Bodywork. 
In addition to passing one 
of these specified exams, 
applicants qualifying 
through this portal must 
provide, via official tax 
return copies or local 
government permits, 
proof of employment 
as a massage therapist 
during all or parts of at 
least 2 calendar years. e

Beginning January 1, 2012 
qualification as a massage 
therapist via portal G 
will require satisfaction 
of the massage education 
requirement described 
in portal F instead of 
the work requirement 
described above.

holds a license issued 
by another U.S. state or 
Canadian province whose 
licensing requirements 
meet or exceed California 
requirements. If your 
massage education is 
from a school in another 
country or a non-
qualifying Canadian 
province, see special 
instructions on  
www.camtc.org, Online 
Applications, Other 
Resources…, “CAMTC 
Policy on education from 
schools outside the USA”.

Massage Practitioner

Massage Therapist

Route 
Available Until
Jan 1, 2012 for 

Conditional 
Certificate; 

5 years after 
application 

date to secure 
a Massage 

practitioner 
certificate 
that is not 

conditional

Renewable  
Past 2015*?

Yes

Route 
Available Until

Jan 1, 2012

Renewable  
Past 2015*?

Yes

Route 
Available Until

Jan 1, 2012

Renewable  
Past 2015*?

Yes

Route Available Until
No eligibility date limitation

Renewable  
Past 2015*?

Yes

Route 
Available Until
Dec 31, 2015

Renewable  
Past 2015*?

Yes

Renewable  
Past 2015*?

Yes

A

B

C

D
E

F

G

H

* Assumes CAMTC, during sunset review, secures ability to continue operating past December 31, 2015.

e Individuals evidencing massage therapy employment by tax returns must both include photocopies of their complete filed tax returns for the two 
years and file Form 4506-T with the IRS requesting that copies of summary IRS return data for those two years be sent to CAMTC.

This chart reflects CAMTC Board decisions as of September 22, 2010.

The information in this schematic representation provides general information about routes to CAMTC certification through eight different 
portals. Final decisions as to qualification are made based on detailed information in each application.

Additional massage education  
to reach 500 hours total

Overview of Pathways to CAMTC Certification


